USDA STATE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING
Des Moines, lowa
MICROSOFT TEAMS
Teleconference Coordinates:
Dial: 1-202-650-0123
Passcode: 861818169#
September 16, 2021
1:00 P.M.-3:00 P.M.

Minutes

Welcome/Opening Comments State Conservationist
e Approval of Minutes from June 17, 2021
STC asked if there any additions or corrections to the minutes. There were no additions or
corrections, and the June 17, 2021 minutes were approved.
e Agency Updates
- An overview of the FY21 budget was provided which ended in an overall good year on
dollars. The FY22 proposed budget was discussed and potential indications for program
funding. NRCS might have a strong role in the President’s Infrastructure Bill which would
provide more focus on watershed operations and planning, as well as other flood planning
preventions measures.
- Official action has been taken on 10 priority practices and these have been moved forward
as proposed.

Farm Bill Programs - Anand Hase
EQIP (includes Derecho Contracts)
e Total EQIP FY21: $32,019,341.14
# Acres
o Acres under contract 111,461.7 acres at 93% obligated
# contracts
o 971 applications funded
e Meeting targets
o Livestock 59.42%
o Wildlife Habitat 10.49%
o Source Water Protection 10.14%
o Beginning Farmer 22.43%
e Gearing up for RCPP FB14 & FB18
e Oct. 1, 2021 15t round batching date for EQIP
CSP
e FY21 Total Allocation = $19,907,787.42
e Total Planned Contracts = 389
e FY2021 CSP-GCI = 13 Contracts, $39,780.00 Obligations, 441.7 Contracted Acres
e FY2021 CSP Renewal = 171 Contracts, $9,308,956.42 Obligations, 91,913.2 Contracted Acres
e FY2021 CSP Classic = 205 Contracts, $10,559,051 Obligations, 84,407 Acres
o For CSP Classic, 38 of the 205 applications are still yet to be obligated this Fiscal Year
e Oct. 1, 2021 15t Round batching date for CSP

ACEP-WRE
e 8.2 million received (3 agreement to purchase Two in Woodbury and one in Hancock)




e 1.6 million in stewardship going into a new restoration implementation cooperative agreement
with lowa Agriculture Water Alliance (not signed yet)
e Oct. 1, 2021 Application cut-off for FY22 funding consideration

ACEP- ALE
e Funded two parcel contracts with lowa Natural Heritage Foundation in FY21, Winneshiek and
Madison

WREP

e FY19 agreement applications are progressing. We have had challenges with these
enrollments, but progress is being made. Funding will be rolled to FY22.

e FY21 agreement that was approved will also receive funding in FY22.

Partnership Update- Scott Cagle

e Regional Conservation Partnership Program — We are continuing to develop and initiate
Supplemental Agreements for the 5 RCPP projects awarded in 2020. Currently the RCPP #2166
Soil and Water Outcomes Fund project is being implemented by lowa Soybean Association.

e The following RCPP Projects will have a batching date scheduled for October 22, 2021:

#1894 Turkey River

#1896 lowa Systems Approach to Conservation Drainage
#1976 North Raccoon

#2266 Midwest Ag Water Quality Partnership Renewal

e We currently have 3 new classic RCPP agreements in development, which should be implemented
by early Spring.

e EWP Recovery — Th Emergency Watershed Protection Recovery program has obligated over $15
Million to 123 Damage Survey Reports that have transpired into 53 agreements with county entities
and expending a little over $12.7 Million so far. The EWP Recovery for the derecho event
generated 34 Damage Survey Reports and has over $7.5 million obligated for removal of debris
from rivers and creeks.

e |PC and State CIG — The 2021 lowa Partners for Conservation grant and the Conservation
Innovation Grants applications are being reviewed for processing with final action, hopefully by the
end of September.

e WFPO — We have three Watershed Flood Prevention Operation agreements that are now active
and all of them have initiated watershed planning in Polk, Clarke and Dubuque counties. All future
WFPO opportunities will be required to first have a Preliminary Investigation and Feasibility Report
completed at the discretion of the State Conservationist. Currently, we have one PIFR being
implemented as soon as final guidance is issued.

e All partners are encouraged to visit the Farmers.gov website for updates to funding opportunities.

e There was discussion surrounding whether we should create an RCPP subcommittee now that it is
no longer part of the EQIP budget. More feedback will be needed on this.

Sub-Committee Reports

CSP- Anna Johnson

e The CSP subcommittee brought forth recommendations for any questions or comments on the 8
priority resource concerns that are listed within the packet and highlighted in yellow. The committee
had no questions or comments, priority resources can move forward.

EQIP- Steve Hopkins
e August meeting minutes were discussed.
e FY21 EQIP allocation and obligation to date:




- $8.8 million obligation in 333 contracts
- lowa received an additional #3,571,000 for EQIP after the April funds assessment
- EQIP 10% Source Water - $2.4 million obligated in 11 contracts.

e Soil Health Initiative — 8 applications (3 grazing, 5 non-grazing) for $456,000. 6 additional selected
in other funding pools for $1.7 million.

e 10 Priority Practices: 90% cost share rate — Further information was requested by the STC at the
last meeting. After further review and discussion, the subcommittee is recommending retaining the
previously recommended 90% cost hare rate for the 10 priority practices for one year and to
evaluate how well it worked within that year.

State CIG- Steve Hopkins

e The subcommittee reviewed 6 applications that were considered eligible, and the subcommittee
recommended to approve the top three applications and recommend that if any leftover funding is
available to allow the STC at his discretion, fund all or a portion of the remaining applications. That
was provided to the STC, but we are currently waiting on some final things at the State office level
before announcing.

ACEP-WRE - Kelly Smith
¢ No significant changes.

CRP- Sean McMahon/Curt Goettsch
e Conservation Priority Areas (CPAs)

_ The CRP Subcommittee met again on September 3™ to review lowa DNR'’s proposed plan for
establishing state Conservation Priority Areas (CPAs) and wildlife and water quality zones.
Vince Sitzmann motioned to approve lowa DNR’s proposal to expand lowa CPAs by 2.2 million
acres, Todd Bogenschutz seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously. lowa DNR wiill
provide the necessary shape files to lowa FSA for them to submit final recommendations to
FSA headquarters by the deadline of September 30, 2001.

- Last day to submit for general CRP sign up is July 23, 2021 with the ranking to follow.

- FSAis taking offers on reenroliments through August 6, 2021.

- Clear30 - this is a new pilot program that is offered to clear practices that are expiring
September 30, 2021, 30-year contract option. Clear30 offers an incentive of 27.5% rental rate.
Everything seems to be moving pretty smoothy and the continuous CRP seems to be moving
forward.

Action: STC will consider this recommendation as it stands.

SWP- Christina Murphy/Bridget Durst

The source water protection subcommittee brought forth several recommendations which led to a

discussion on source water local priorities for fiscal year 2022. The subcommittee is recommending

the following priority areas for fiscal year 2022:

e The SWP committee is still recommending that 55% of funds be distributed to the protection of
groundwater sources and groundwater-influenced sources, as defined by the 2018 lowa Drinking
Water Compliance Report. 45% will be distributed to surface or surface influenced groundwater
sources. If available funds are not able to be used in one priority area, additional applications
could be funded in the other category until all funding sources are exhausted. Groundwater
applications outside the wellhead protection area but within the HUC 12 should be given a lower
ranking than those surface priority areas. The committee believes there is still benefit to practices
outside the wellhead protection area but at a lower ranking than our surface water priority areas.

e All groundwater priority systems are outlined and have approved Phase 2 plans or are a high
nitrate community water system (>5 mg/l). Applications within a groundwater wellhead protection




area (outlined in red) should be prioritized within the lowa Ranking process over applications
outside this area within the priority HUC12 to help ensure funds are being targeting where they will
have the most impact. This can be done by a GIS layer that has been developed for this use.

e All surface or surface influenced priority HUC12s have approved watershed management plans or
have TMDL Water Quality Improvement Plans.

e The source water protection subcommittee would like to recommend to the State Conservationist
that they allow 75% cost share initiative for eligible conservation practices that will address source
water protection as outlined in the proposal.

e New this year: The Subcommittee would like consideration to be given to cap applications requests
at $100,000. There was much discussion about the pros and cons of this approach. The vote for a
cap represented the majority recommendation of those voting. The rationale is that more
applications could be funded, and more practices would be funded instead of several large
applications, particularly manure storage tanks that may have access to other funding
mechanisms. There was consideration for allowing a higher cost share for the first $100,000 and
then a lower cost share threshold after but the NRCS scoring system software does not allow for
that provision.

¢ New this Year: The subcommittee would like there to be consideration for giving credit to EQIP
applicants that have existing maintained stream buffers as part of their score for ranking. The
rationale is that in southern lowa, applicants from landowners tend to leave a natural stream buffer
but score lower in ranking because their application does not include the creation of buffer zones.
The specific question this is addressing is the following, “Does the EQIP schedule of operations
include practices that will result in creation of buffer zones that will mitigate offsite contaminants
from entering the water bodies (practices: 390, 391, 393, 604, 605, 657, 658, and/or 659).”

Action: STC will consider this recommendation as it stands.
Future Meeting Dates

December 16, 2021
March 17, 2022














































cost share threshold after but the NRCS scoring system software does not allow for
that provision.

= New this Year: The subcommittee would like there to be consideration for giving
credit to EQIP applicants that have existing maintained stream buffers as part of their
score for ranking. The rationale is that in southern lowa, applicants from landowners
tend to leave a natural stream buffer but score lower in ranking because their
application does not include the creation of buffer zones. The specific question this is
addressing is the following, “Does the EQIP schedule of operations include practices that will
result in creation of buffer zones that will mitigate offsite contaminants from entering the water

bodies (practices: 390, 391, 393, 604, 605, 657, 658, and/or 659).”
= The attached listing of approved practices is unchanged from 2020 and continue to be
the recommendation of the subcommittee.
= The attached map outlines the Source Water Protection Areas Priority HUC12s

Enclosures

e Map & Itemized list - NRCS SWPA Priority HUC12s

e Recommended Practices specific to source water and drinking water systems

Full Source Water Protection Committee Members:

Source Water Protection Subcommittee
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Brent Johnson
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